
Enjoy your child’s birthday party in one of our 
unique party areas. Enjoy all-day Zoo admission 
for you and your guests. Create lasting 
memories with options for a special animal 
encounter.
Proceeds generated from your event support 
our mission of conservation and education.

For more information and booking a birthday party,  
email birthdayparties@bpzoo.org



Welcome to the Buttonwood Park Zoo! 
Celebrating over 125 years, we are proud to 
be part of the New Bedford community. As 
the 12th oldest zoo in the United States, our 
mission is to preserve the future of wildlife 
by creating experiences that connect the 
community to the natural world. 

• All-day Zoo admission for guests
 
• 2 hour private room rental

• Dedicated party host

• Pitchers of water provided

• “GOING WILD AT BPZOO”  jungle party theme

• Unlimited ride bracelets (weather dependent)

• Paper plates, table cloths, cups & cutlery

• Special gift for the birthday child 

Pricing:
 Party for up to 40 guests: $350
 Party for 41 - 80 guests: $700

Party host may arrive 30 minutes prior to rental time for 
additional set up.

BPZOO Members recieve a 10% discount 
off your birthday party!



Indoor Private Rooms | Classroom 1 & 2
Capacity: 40 per room, 80 in both rooms

Our two party rooms are located in the Wildlife Education Center. 
The two rooms are equal in size with close access to the carousel, 
train and outdoors.

Outdoor Semi-Private Carousel Patio 
Capacity: 40 

The outdoor party space is located next to the carousel. This 
beautiful area allows easy access to the rides and other zoo 
attractions. Weather permitting. 

Room Features:
• Temperature controlled
• Six-foot tables and chairs 
• Six-foot tables for food, cake, and gifts

Outdoor Availability
April - October



Cost: $75

Up-close animal encounters provide guests 
with a one-of-a-kind experience by combining 
an exclusive animal encounter with intimate 
keeper Q&A. Encounters are 20 minutes.

You will be asked to select your first, second, 
and third preferences from the list below and 
our staff will make every effort to bring one 
of those animals to the encounter. Please be 
aware, however, that our animals are given 
choice to participate in encounters, so we are 
never able to guarantee which animal will 
attend your party.

Our Animal Ambassadors

• Eastern Box Turtle
• Red Tegu
• Black & White Tegu 
• Striped Skunk
• Virginia Opossum

• Madagascar Hissing Cockroach
• Pigeon
• Screech Owl
• 9-Banded Armadillo



What if I have guests that are members, do they still need to be counted on 
the guest list?
Yes. The birthday party is a separate admission than the zoo. All birthday 
party guests (expect those 2 and under) must be on the guest list.

Can I bring balloons and other decorations?
For the safety of our animals, balloons, balls, straws, confetti, any inflatables 
and piñatas are not allowed on Zoo grounds at any time. Small toys or items 
that could be considered a choking hazard for a child are also considered a 
choking hazard for our animals. You are welcome to bring other decorations 
that fall outside these parameters.

Do I bring my own food?
Yes, you are welcome to bring your own food and non-alcoholic drinks. We ask 
that all items, including cake or cupcakes be nut-free. If you would like our 
assistance in ordering pizza for your party, please let your party coordinator 
know at least two (2) weeks prior to the event.  

Can I bring my own supplies?
We supply you with all paper products, cups, and utensils for your guests. 
However, you are welcome to bring your own paper products & utensils. 
Please let us know if you plan to bring your own.

How early can I show up for my party?
Your party host will meet you at the front entrance 30 minutes prior to the 
party start time & they will take you back to the party room for set up.

What if there is bad weather the day of my party. Can I reschedule?
All parties are held rain or shine and will be held indoors. The BPZOO is open 
year-round under all weather conditions, except in extreme circumstances. If 
the Zoo closes due to weather, you will be able to reschedule your party.

Can I choose the animal ambassadors that visit my party?
The BPZOO cannot guarantee specific animal ambassadors, however, 
the ambassadors participating in the animal presentation are subject to 
change due to animal health & safety. We will ask you for your top three (3) 
choices & make every effort to meet your request.

What happens if rides are closed for the season during the time we booked?
An animal encounter will be included at no additional cost for parties booked 
January-March since the train is not operational during the cold weather and 
the carousel is weather dependent. 

Can we tip are Party Host if they go above and beyond?
Yes, you are more than welcome to tip the party host, but it is not required. 

What is the next step to booking a party?
To book a birthday party at the BPZOO, you must e-mail  
birthdayparties@bpzoo.org or call 508.991.4556 x112 to check for availability. 

After speaking with the Party Coordinator, they will send an agreement with 
our policy and birthday information. Once this agreement is signed and 
payment has been received, you will receive a confirmation e-mail back that 
your party has officially been booked!

What is the cancellation policy?
If you cancel your party more than two (2) weeks prior to your reserved date, 
there is a $150 non-refundable deposit built into the price you pay today. 
If you cancel within two (2) weeks of your party date, no portion of your 
payment today will be refunded. In the event of a serious illness, we will do 
our very best to reschedule your party. 



425 Hawthorn Street, New Bedford, MA 02740


